






0 FUSS &O'NEILL 

1 Introduction 

Fuss and O'Neill has prepared this Corridor Study for the South Central Regional Council of 
Governments (SCRCOG) on behalf of the City of Meriden to evaluate the existing 
transportation performance of Johnson Avenue from Finch Avenue to West Main Street. The 
corridor study length is approximately 7,000'. A project location map is presented in Figttre 1. 

This study will be used as a planning tool by the City to evaluate and prioritize potential 
roadway improvements along the corridor. This study establishes the existing conditions of the 
roadway which will include pavement conditions, sight distances, drainage, utilities, and 
geometry. The study will identify existing deficiencies and will recommend potential 
improvements. Constxuction cost information is provided so that the City can pt·ioritize 
improvements within the corridor. 

2 Existing Conditions 

A comprehensive field inventory of the study area roadway system was performed in May 2010. 
The inventory included documentation of existing roadway and intersection geometry, 
pavement conditions, sidewalk presence, drainage systems, and traffic control devices along the 
corridor. 

2.1 Overview of Corridor 

2.1 .1 Johnson Avenue 

Johnson Avenue is a two lane roadway oriented in a southeast/ northwest direction, between 
Finch Avenue and West Main Street. The land use along Johnson Avenue is primarily 
residential. The roadway is functionally classified as an Urban Collector Street according to the 
Connecticut Department of T ransportation (CTDOT) and has a posted speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour. There is no on-street parking or bicycle facilities on this corridor. Sidewalks are 
present on the south side of Johnson Avenue from Allen Avenue to West Main Street and on 
the north side from Jeffrey Lane to West Main Street. 

Automated traffic recorder counts were collected on Johnson Avenue, east of Spruce Street, in 
June 2010. The counts were collected bi-directionally over a 48-hour period along with speed 
data. Based on the counts, the existing weekday average daily traffic on Johnson Avenue is 
3,000 vehicles per day, with 1,500 vehicles traveling eastbound and 1,500 vehicles traveling 
westbound. T he 85th percentile speed for Johnson Avenue, east of Spruce Street was 39 miles 
per hour eastbound and 40 miles per hour westbound. Based on field observations and 
roadway geometry, this should not be considered the uniform speed of traffic. Further speed 
evaluations should be performed along the corridor. Automated traffic recorder counts data 
are presented in A ppendix A . 
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