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Executive Summary 
 

Overview 

The Meriden Linear Trails Study was prepared to develop a plan of conceptual improvement recommendations and 

strategies that would address identified needs and deficiencies of the current trail system in Meriden. The study 

effort and its recommendations were primarily focused on a review of the current trail status in Meriden; the 

development of a comprehensive trail system which will provide interconnections between City neighborhoods, 

parks, schools and business districts; and consistency with City and Regional goals and plans. 

 

Process 

The process for the study included detailed data collection and review of all available City and Regional 

documentation, including municipal GIS data, community resources, existing and proposed City and regional trail 

routes, the City of Meriden Plan of Conservation and Development and other relevant information. Initial work 

sessions were held with the City of Meriden and SCRCOG representatives to review existing trail systems together 

with initial route criteria and defined City needs. Subsequent to the completion of data collection, several field 

investigations were completed to obtain and document physical inventory and potential routes and opportunities. 

Recommendations included the identifying constraints and potential improvements. Once all physical inventory was 

completed, additional work sessions were held to review potential routes considering opportunities, constraints and 

City needs and other evaluation criteria (ROW, environmental, cultural and institutional access, etc.).  Subsequent to 

obtaining initial stakeholder input, and conducting work sessions with City representatives, trail routes were further 

refined.  

 

Public Involvement 

One of the critical elements of the study was engaging the community and soliciting public input during the 

development process. An initial meeting was held prior to any refined routes being suggested to state the goals of 

the project as well as obtain stakeholder input on potential routes and community concerns and/or priorities. 

Subsequent to trail development, a second public outreach session was held to further provide the community with 

updates on routing, linkages, details, typical sections and recommendations. 

 

Recommendations  

Recommendations for trail routing and identification of reasonable trail segments as well as details and typical cross 

sections were finalized and incorporated into an annotated graphic plan entitled “Meriden Linear Trails Study - 

Preferred Master Plan” dated April 5, 2012 to provide the City and SCRCOG with a trails master plan upon which to 

base future trail work. This plan addresses the preferred routing of future trail segments, typical segment sections 

and details, access points and potential parking for trail uses, and linkages to internal and external trails and 

resources.  

Future work to be completed which is beyond the scope of this study includes assessing specific weighted criteria 

and construction cost estimating to further define potential phasing of trail segment design and construction. This 

additional work will allow the City of Meriden to implement the recommended trail segments and realize its goal of 

a comprehensive trail system that will improve transportation opportunities for Meriden and surrounding 

communities. 
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