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JUIIUS M . Hansen Park Directions and Parking:

Julius M. Hansen Park in North Haven preserves a portieiom exit 12 off Interstate 91, turn left onto Blakeslee

of an interesting geological feature of the landscape, a8Avenue and follow until it ends at Bassett Road. Take &
narrow traprock ridge that runs north from Route 17 on théght at Bassett Road and continue straight onto Mill Road
North Branford-North Haven town line into Tyler Mills Patkrough the intersection with Clintonville (Route 22). Take
in Wallingford. The Hansen Park section of the ridge risé¢sft onto Patten Road and continue. The entrance will be
abruptly from the valley of the Muddy River. Its high point isn the left.

an elevation of 190 feet and it is about 50 to 100 feet wide,

although the walkable portion of the ridge is maybe 10 to Permitted/Prohibited Activities:

20 feet wide with sharp drops to the east and west. The ridge

gradually loses elevation as it runs northward, approachinghis is a recreational area with hiking trails and picnic ar

Clintonville Road (Route 22), which runs through a gap as #as. No motorized vehicles allowed. Dogs are welcome bu
main ridge climbs again north of this thoroughfare. To theust be leashed. Please pick up all waste.

south of Hansen Park, the traprock ridge line resumes just

beyond the Muddy River valley. The whole ridge is basically
shaped like a bow facing westward and is composed of
buttress dolerite, a different type of rock than the various
types of basalt that form the principle traprock ridges in

Connecticut and Massachusetts.

The Hansen Park ridge might have, at one point, been referred
to as Rimmon Ridge as it resembles Beacon Falls’'s Ro
Rimmon in shape and relation to the surrounding landscape
The nearby Rimmon Road would seem to corroborate such
supposition, although no other recorded evidence supports
such a claim. Hansen Park has a trail system consisting
three blazed trails and two unmarked trails. All three blazed
trails meet at the northern and southern ends of the ridge.
The blue trail ascends steeply from the parking lot at Patten
Road to the top of the ridge, which it follows for perhaps

half a mile. The yellow trail loops around the western side
of the ridge, and the red trail loops around the eastern side.

Photo by Emmeling Alacanis, SCRCOG
7KHUH LV D ZLGH AHOG WR WKH HDVW RI WKH UL&JH DORQJ ZKLFK
ARZV WKH 0XGG\ 5LYHU 7R WKH ZHVW RI WKH ULGJH OLHV D VZDPS\

area and further south a former farm which is also owned

by the town of North Haven. Suburban homes cluster around

the northern borders of the ridge. Views from the ridge top _ _

are extensive, if obscured by trees. It is possible to see, tofotal Trails LengthApprox. 2.17 miles

the west, Sleeping Giant, New Haven harbor and West RockBlue Trail:0.47 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Ridge, and to the east, Totoket Mountain. The view t0 th& g0\ Trail:0.59 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
south includes the southern continuation of the ridge an _ _ _
VRPH DJULFXOWXUDO AHOGV $ VW DRee TRI[Ow/pnies EagydpiMedesae likeRzv RQ wi
northeast side of the ridge and provides a more boreal feel Unblazed Trail:0.54 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

than the surrounding area.

Trail Description:

Easy to Moderate Hike For more information about this
Julius M. Hansen Park offers four different trails through varying  location, contact:

types of terrain. There is a picnic area available by the parking lot North Haven Department of Public
off Patten Road. Works

Total trail distance is approx. 2.17 miles (203) 239-5321, ext. 750
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Peter’S ROCk Park Directions and Parking:

Peter’s Rock is the highest point (373 feet above sea levPgter's Rock Park main entrance is located off of Rout
and largest parcel of open space (220 acres) in Nortli7 (133 Middletown Avenue) and is minutes from the
Haven. The view from the summit is expansive: to the naxlbew Haven/North Haven town line. Use exit 8 or 9 off
you can see Sleeping Giant and the Hanging Hills oR | ZKHWKHU WUDYHOLQJ IURP
Meriden; to the east, Branford and North Branford; and tehe park just minutes away.

the south, New Haven harbor. Peter's Rock is listed on the

National Register of Historic Places. Permitted/Prohibited Activities:

Peter's Rock’s principal geological feature is unique. Qq}coholic beverages are absolutely prohibited along with
columnar formations are unlike most other rock upheav RNLQJ DQG AUHV 30OHDVH OHD
that are part of an extensive chain of trap rock intrusiongake only pictures, leave only footprints.

running from New Haven to the Massachusetts border. ’

Its main geographic features are a second-growth mixed
hardwood forest, high quality wetlands, and rock outcrops.
Steep slopes are found especially in the central and
VRXWKHUQ SRUWLRQV RI WKH VLWH
to west and is eight to twelve feet wide, runs through the
center of Peter’s Rock.

HDVW

For many years Peter's Rock (then known as Indian Rock)
served as an Indian lookout. Among the farmers who later
claimed Indian Rock was Peter Brockett, a Revolutionary
War veteran who built a small hut at the northern base

of the mountain and lived there for many years. Brockett
named the site Peter’'s Rock.

Photo by Town of North Haven

In 1901 a group of wealthy New Haven businessmen-—giai Trails LengthApprox. 5.34 miles
rented the summit and built an elegant hunting lodge, . _ _ _
which they named “The Hermitage.” It was used until thé-ight Blue Trail0.56 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Great Depression, when it was abandoned. All that is leftViolet Trail:0.71 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

of the lodge are a few anchor rods and a dilapidated  orange Trail0.75 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
wine cellar on the southern edge of the summit. A reducegedlwhite Trail0.09 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

scale replica of the lodge has recently been constructed
at the main entrance to Peter's Rock Park on Middletowr-ight Blue/Orange Trail0.04 miles. Easy to Moderate
Avenue. Hike

Green/Orange Trail0.04 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

White Trail:0.42 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Red Trail:0.95 miles. Hard Hike

Yellow Trail:0.73 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Green Trail0.53 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Blue Trail:0.85 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Khaki Trail:0.20 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike
Pink Trail:0.22 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

Photo by Emmeline Alaconis, SCRCOG

Trail Description:

(DV\ WR 'LIAFXOW +LNH i i i

3HWHU:V 5RFN 3DUN RIIHUV VHYHUDO WU::BCE’LZ.J‘%~| g%g@;?\gﬂ%lﬂnlg?oybtﬁl§LQJ ( OWLH'
All of the trails are under 1 mile in length but they can be walked L .

in various different combinations to create longer hikes. While most Peter's Rock Association

trails are easy to moderate hikes, the red trail to the summit is steepP.O. Box 762

DQG GLIAFXOW EXW UHZDUGV WKH KLNHWGgHhWHenHSTTHe473YLHZYV
(203) 239-5321, ext. 750
www.petersrockassociation.org

Total trail distance is approx. 5.34 miles



i ‘ o\
~_..Peter's Roc
i b peters
NG E/Pe‘e Sters O |

$ 5
z g
2 i
£ s Qﬂp
&
Gail-Dr.

Curtis'Ct

@%Caro!yn(:t:

(0
@;@
Rock:Ln

( /D

Legend

B Paking = Bridge
Clﬂdy_tnm Trailhead Summit Overlook
@ [/  Point of Interest =—¥— Yellow Trail

—LB— Light Blue Trail —6— Green Trail
——V-—Violet Trail —B—  Blue Trail
—0©— Orange Trail Khaki Trail
—RW— Red/White Trail Pink Tralil
—BO— Light Blue/Orange Traill= = =~ Wetlands

/ —GO— Green/Orange Tralil Town Property

A =i * —Ww— White Trail
3 —
Ne\N H a\len .__ R— Red Trail

G\er\T\'\a‘/\’én—'Rd

&\

I Bas: . Pq&éif12?%&




PItCh Plnes Park Directions and Parking:

This small park is located on North Haven's lagtterstate 91 to Exit 13. At the end of the ramp take a left

undeveloped parcel of sand plain, which was formedn Route 5 and follow past Wharton Brook State Park.
at least 15,000 years ago as the last melting glacierTake a left on Scrub Oak Road just after the park and a

deposited sand and gravel debris in this area. With littleright on Bradley Street at the stop sign. The park is about
nutrients available, the stony, sandy soil normally suppogs$alf-mile down on the left. Cars can park on the street or
little plant growth, but the Pitch Pine has managed tm the small parking area near the entrance.

DGDSW WR WKLV GLIAFXOW HQYLURQPHQW

The Pitch Pin@iQus rigidais an ancient plant species Permitted/Prohibited Activities:
and one of only two conifers that has the ability to sprout

needles from its trunk or along the thicker branches. Thiss trails are for recreational use. No motorized vehicles

unique adaption allows the plant to survive if the maip I d but t hed. PI K f
WUXQN LV GDPDJHG E\ AUH 7K Hyooh SAOWed RNUENDe RN o pig Pick v @

because it oozes large quantities of resinous sap whic
was once collected for the pitch used in wooden ship
building.

The lifespan of a Pitch Pine is around 200 years, and they
can be found from southern Maine to northern Georgia.
Pitch Pines are the primary tree found in the New Jersey
Pine Barrens, but the stand of pines in this park is one
of the last to be found in Connecticut. For this reason the
Town of North Haven has permanently protected this land
from development.

Photo by Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

Total Trails LengthApprox. 0.22 miles

Photo by Emmeline Alaconis, SCRCOG

Trail Description: (f/\\t
Easy Walk For more information about this

Pitch Pines is a small, easy walk. In the center of the walk is a vernal |ocation, contact: ‘

pool. This hiking area is perfect for short walks or runs while being  North Haven Department of Public L
surrounded by the old pines and other plant life. Works ﬁJJ
Total trail distance is approx. 0.22 miles (203) 239-5321, ext. 750 E
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Tldal M arSh Trall Directions and Parking:

The North Haven Trail Association welcomes all recreatioRedm Exit 9 off of 1-91 North and South, take Montowese
hikers and bird-watchers to take a leisurely stroll on th@&venue Extension to Universal Drive North. Once ol
Tidal Marsh Trail, a short but extremely relaxing andJniversal Drive North cross over the bridge and take your
HGXFDWLRQDO ZDON DORQJ WKH 42A1L\D\W LCEHIDWVF I5QWHRUD Wb KRS B RQ JFRIPI
DERYH WKH ULYHU:V HGJH ZLWK WKMXQDRL QYR YWLKIH\EDRRFN6RHHABUQHW [
Giant, lower Hamden, and the river's marshes, the trdgt. The Trail head will be accessible from here

turns left, meandering south through stands of different

VSHFLHVY RI WUHHYVY EHWZHHQ WKH ZDW H Wehited/Proiib@e@ RaMities:& HG D U
+LOO 5DLO <DUG WUDLQ WUDFNYV

The trails are for recreational use only. No_ motorized

SHIDUGOHVV RI WKH VHDVRQ |'{/§i s VBicyi i}—al'ﬁw - Y oOaKl]?o ed bul

VXUSULVHG E\ ZKDW \RX PD\ AQG piKHwWREP b ﬂja\ﬁ@pé/ BDROPVH BREN >

occasion to watch and listen to birds, discover interesting
JHR FDFKHV H[SORUH D SDUW RI WKH UHJLRQ:-V FRPPH
Q

P
LQGXVWULDO KLVWRU\ RU VWXG\ WKH YDULHG ARUD D
make brackish marshes their home.

30O0HDVH HQMR\ WKH YLHZV RI ULYHU WKH RSSRUWXQLWLHVY WR VSF
HDJOHV RVSUH\V GXFNV JHHVH DQG RWKHU PLJUDWRU\ ELUGYV
LQ RU QHDU WKH ZDWHU DQG WKH VRQJV RI WKH YDULRXV W\SHV RI
VRQJELUGY LQ WKH WUHHV I \RX KDYH DQ\ TXHVWLRQV DERXW WKFk
trail, or would like to join us in our efforts to maintain and

LPSURYH WKH DPHQLWLHY WKDW ZH FDQ RIIHU DYLG WUDLO KLNHU\
SOHDVH IHHO ITUHH WR FRQWDFW XV DW LQIR#QRUWKKDYHQWUDLOV Kk
RU WR YLVLW XV DW Z2ZZ QRUWKKDYHQWUDLOV RUJ RU RQ )DFHERRN

Photo by the Quinnipiac River Fund

Total Trails LengthApprox. 0.52 miles

Photo by the North Haven Trails Association

Trail Description: _ _ ) (F/\T
For more information about this M

Easy Walk location,. contact: / ‘
7KH 7LGDO ODUVK 7UDLO RIIHUV ZRQGHUIN§rt#§a§/%ﬁp#&§gs%lS¥%&i5'ﬂ\6nWR EHJG ZDWFK
The trall itself is an easy walk that is about one half mile. |

LQIR#1RUWK+DYHQ7UDLO JJJ
Total trail distance is approx. 0.52 miles www.northhaventrails.org ¢
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Wharton Brook o N
State Park Directions and Parking:

. From [-91 (north or south): take Exit 13. Take a left at the
The 96-acre Wharton Brook State Park offers visitors g@nd of the long exit ramp onto Route 5 south, Park entrance

ZRRGHG HQYLURQPHQW TRU VZLP RLdAth ¢f b bhiie@H the\efi<raiking i€ Ib&atdaAdfacent

ice skating and more. A food concession stand as well@Sshe entrance.
full toilet facilities are also found on the site.

Located on wooded, sandy knolls, Wharton Brook also Permitted/Prohibited Activities:

offers solitude for a quiet, peaceful picnic. The hiking trad. _, . N o
provides a perimeter loop around the northern section shing, swlllmmlrgjg anld plﬁn_lclal]ng a_lre.allowedsllt the F;)ark
park with walking adjacent to the Pond. ogs are allowed on leash in the picnic area. Please bag

and pick up all dog waste.

Wharton Brook State Park is one of the 11 water bodies in

Connecticut designated as Trout Parks by the Department

of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Fisheries Division. Trout

Parks are located in easily accessible areas to enhance

WURXW AVKLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU \RXQJ DQJOHUV DQG QRYLFH
anglers as well as for those with mobility challenges.

The frequent stockings, generally between Opening Day

and Memorial Day, will greatly increase an angler’s chances .

RI FDWFKLQJ D AVK PDNLQJ LW D PRUH DWWUDFWLYH "AVKLQJ
hole”, particularly to children and families. Although the

7TURXW 3DUNV ZLOO KDYH PRUH AVK LQ WKHP WKHLU GDLO\ FUHHO
limit (the number of trout an angler can keep) has been

UHGXFHG IURP AYH WR WZR AVK SHU GD\ LQ RUGHU WR VSUHDG

the catch among a greater number of anglers.

Please note: there is a weekend/holiday fee for admittance Photo by the Department of Environmental Protection
at Wharton Brook State Park.

Total Trails LengthApprox. 0.93 miles

Photo by the Department of Environmental Protection

Trail Description:

Easy hike

Wharton State Park is located along US Route 5 (part of the national

Highway System) which runs from New Haven up to Massachusetts.

From 1918-1920, Wharton State Park was known as a traveler’'s For more information about this

wayside; motorists could stop to have their cars serviced and enjoy |5cation. contact:

a quiet picnic lunch. Today, picnickers can still stop and enjoy the ! T

outdoors with a hike and some lunch. DEEP State Parks Division
(860) 424-3200

Total trails distance is approx. 0.93 miles deep.stateparks@ct.gov
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QU I n n I pIaC R Iver Directions and Parking:
State Park The Quinnipiac State Park Trail is accessed off Bantol

Street off State Street via Bishop Street (Route 22).
HISTORY...

Quinnipiac River State Park (QRSP) was created in 1948

from surplus land acquired for the construction of the Permitted/Prohibited Activities:

Wilbur Cross Parkway. The 1920's saw a summertime

recreational and riverside community established whigime Quinnipiac State Park allows canoeing and kayaking
eventually became year round homes. As a result @hd hunting with a state-permit. Leashed pets are
surrounding development, runoff to the river increasesllowed, please dispose of any animal waste properly.
DQG ARRGLQJ HYHQWY EHFDPH LQFUHDVLQJO\ GHVWUXFWLYH DQG
more frequent. In the mid-1970’s the State bought the

property and removed the homes. The QRSP is comprised

of approximately 300 acres of land from Banton Street in

the south to Toelles Road in the north.

TODAY ...

The North Haven Trail Association (NHTA) has taken on
the responsibility of maintaining the trail system which
currently consists of a 1 mile section of dirt trail and a
1/2 mile section of paved roadway. Future plans would
be to connect to the Wallingford trail at Toelles Road.
NHTA has sponsored events throughout the seasons to view
the bird population and marsh marigolds for example.
Kayaks/canoes can enter the river at the Park entrance.
The permitted hunting season is posted on the kiosk also
located at the park entrance. Ample parking is available.
NHTA information can be obtained on Facebook or at

. Photo by Don Rockli
www.NorthHavenTrails.org. oto by Bon Foeiin

Total Trails LengthApprox. 1.69 miles

Orange (Banton Quinnipiac TrailP.97 miles. Easy to
Moderate Hike

Black (Paved Roadway)).46 miles. Easy to Moderate
Hike

Orange/Black (Banton Quinnipiac Trail/Paved
Roadway):0.11 miles. Easy to Moderate Hike

Photo by Don Rocklin

Trail Description:

Easy to Moderate Hike

Today Quinnipiac River State Park is accessible for hikers and For more information about this

ZDONHUV 7KH SOXV DFUHV RI IRUHVWHéABR ecntaett Q HPEUDFH QH Uo\

six serpentine miles of the Quinnipiac River's meandering western North Haven Trails Association & b

shoreline. The park’s combination of habitat, location, water inf h | / ‘

availability and forest cover come together to form remarkable info@NorthHavenTrails.org

wildlife habitat. www.northhaventrails.org & |
DEEP State Park Division JJ

Total trails distance is approx. 1.69 miles (860) 424-3200 -
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